RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

September 9, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.

ROLL CALL:  Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Norman Briggs, Ginger Carpenter, Kathy Ponec-Ervin,  Phil Franey, Ginger Mello, Georgia Morgan, Brenda Preston, Tony Rizos and Earlene Smith

OTHERS PRESENT:  Opal Hargis and Elinor Wells

MINUTES – MOTION by Georgia Morgan with the correction that Earlene Smith did not bring the Senior Healthcare Directories but arranged for them to be delivered to our meeting, seconded by Earlene Smith and CARRIED.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – 

The only report was a personal note from Dave Merritt stating he would be back in Bakersfield in late September.

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of August there were 32 volunteers who worked 98 hours and assisted 821 visitors to the County Administration Building.  Since the opening of the County Administration Building in 1992 through August 2008 the volunteers assisted 264,142 visitors.
MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith announced that we will have The Sweet Adelines entertaining us today.  

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported the newsletter went out before the first of September and that most of the members should have received their newsletter on Saturday.

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – Josiah Vencel reported that the NEW Court retirees, beginning August 1, 2008 will be receiving their health benefits administered under the Courts system.  Josiah also reported on the CRCEA inquiry regarding a change in retirement choices mentioned at last month’s meeting.  This inquiry which might lead to legislation would be very burdensome for the Retirement Association and would only involve very few members.  It was decided by the Board that no further action need be taken. 
TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of August 2008.  MOTION by Norman Briggs to approve the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.  MOTION by Georgia Morgan to approve the Claims Report for August, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.
COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 5 County Newsletters, 1 Bakersfield Homeless Center Newsletter, 1 Thank You from Dut Dauwalder, 1 Public Retirement Journal, 1 Kern Federal Credit Union statement, 1 Post Office Receipt for mailing funds, 1 Thank You from Hall’s, 1 Post Office Statement of Mailing Trend, 1 Fortress Bill, 1 Fortress Receipt of Payment, 1 Drake Software Advertisement and 1 Address Change for Retired Employees Association of Orange County.  President Jeanne Berkshire stated she had received a Tulare County Newsletter on her e-mail and a card of appreciation from Carolyn Fox who sang the National Anthem at the Conference.  

OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATION OF KERN (CCEOK) 
Secretary Ginger Mello reported the meeting took place on August 20th and was well represented with the exception of the Probation Officers who were in Mitigation on a contract.  There isn’t a lot going on until next year when most of them go to contract. 
WEB PAGE – Norman Briggs reported he and Tony Rizos have not had a chance to get together on the matter of Tony taking over the Web Page from Norman.
PAC UPDATE – Brenda Preston reported that she has been collecting information on a PAC but at this time has not made a final decision. 

COMPUTER MD ADVERTISEMENT – Tony Rizos reported that Mr. Peacock would like to continue advertising and he has received 6 to 10 responses from our members.  Mr. Peacock stated he would be willing to pay for future advertisements.  After considerable discussion a MOTION by Georgia Morgan to cancel the advertisement with Computer MD stating we are working on a policy for advertising, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED with one nay vote from Norman Briggs.

LUNCHEON PRICES – MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to leave the lunch prices the same, seconded by Ginger Carpenter and CARRIED.  After discussion on the price guests pay for their lunch a MOTION by Norman Briggs to increase the guests lunch price to the actual cost of the meal beginning January 1, 2009, seconded by Earlene Smith and CARRIED with one nay vote from Georgia Morgan.  A discussion was held on trying to control the number of lunches we are paying for.  At this time, Brenda has been taking 10% off the total number of registered and then adds the payroll deduction people and takes another 5% off of that number.  
PRINTING QUOTES – Mary Lou Bennett distributed a report on printing cost and estimates from Hall Letter, Castle Print and Sierra Printers along with an analysis of printing expense per copy based on actual and estimated cost. Mary Lou felt there was some information not included in some of the quotes.  Mary Lou stated she would contact Sierra and Castle regarding the prices and look into the prices of doing a glossy newsletter prior to the October meeting.

 NEW BUSINESS:

REPORT ON NOMINATING COMMITTEE -     
Phil Franey reported NO one has volunteered and the committee is to meet directly after the Board Meeting this morning.  

PRESIDENT REPORT ON PARKING – President Jeanne Berkshire contacted one of the Elders at St. Mark’s two doors west of the Veterans’ Hall and was given permission for our members to use their parking lot on the day of our meetings.

ANNOUNCEMENTS – Kathy Ponec-Ervin announced she attended a Health Fair recently and noticed that the Kern County Fire Department along with the Office of Disaster Preparedness had a little pouch like a fanny pack containing items needed in an emergency.  Kathy asked if we could contact the Kern County Fire Department and possibly have them give a presentation to our members at a future meeting.  President Jeanne Berkshire turned this item over to 1st Vice President Earlene Smith to follow up.
MOTION by Georgia Morgan to adjourn the meeting at 11:15 a.m., seconded by Phil Franey and CARRIED.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary
